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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE 
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 9th FEBRUARY, 2017 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,  

                                         CIVIC OFFICES, DUNGARVAN, CO. WATERFORD  
   

 
PRESENT:           

 
      Cllr. Adam Wyse Mayor Cllr. Jason Murphy  

Cllr. Liam Brazil Cllr. Pat Nugent 
      Cllr. John Cummins Cllr. John Carey 

Cllr. Declan Doocey   Cllr. John O’Leary 
Cllr. Joe Conway Cllr. Michael J O’Ryan 
Cllr. Declan Clune Cllr. Cha O’Neill 
Cllr. Tom Cronin Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan 
Cllr. Davy Daniels Cllr. Seanie Power 
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  Cllr. John Pratt 
Cllr. Jim Griffin Cllr. Eamon Quinlan 
Cllr. Damien Geoghegan Cllr. Sean Reinhardt 
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan Cllr. Mary Roche 
Cllr. Joe Kelly Cllr James Tobin 
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan        Cllr. John Hearne 
Cllr. Breda Brennan        Cllr. Seamus O’Donnell 
Cllr. Ray Murphy        Cllr. Siobhan Whelan 

 
   
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:           
 
Mr. M. Walsh, Chief Executive 
Mr. L. Power, Director of Services, Economic Development & Planning 
Mr. M .Quinn, Director of Services, Corporate, Culture, HR & IS 
Mr. I.  Grimes, Director of Services, Housing, Community & Emergency Services 
Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance 
Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Services, Roads, Water & Environment 
Mr. J. O’Mahony, Senior Planner 
Mr. K. Phelan, Asst. Planner 
Ms. B. Guest, Heritage Officer 
Mr. E. Ruane, Meetings Administrator 
Ms. S. Walsh, Senior Staff Officer 
 
 
 

1. Confirmation of Minutes 

 
 
Plenary Meeting held on 12th January, 2017 
 
Proposed by Cllr. Carey, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and agreed. 
 
 

Item No. 
1 
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2. Matters Arising 

 
Cllr. O’Neill proposed, in respect of grants for Festivals, that as the Truck Show is no longer going ahead , 
the Council should divert its funding to SPRAOI,  seconded by Cllr. O’Sullivan.  Cllr. Tobin proposed to 
adjourn the decision for another month to the next meeting, seconded by Cllr. Cronin.  The amendment 
was put and carried on a show of hands. Cllr. Fitzgerald asked for an update on the Council’s doors and 
windows policy going to the Housing SPC as agreed. Cllr. Roche asked for an update on the N24, the 
meeting with TII also an update on the Boundary extension and to clarify the Greenway coming in to 
Bilberry. Cllr. Mulligan enquired if there was any decision by the CPG in relation to the review of Festival 
funding. 
I. Grimes, DOS replied that there was no meeting of the Housing SPC until next month and the policy on  
windows/doors will be discussed then. 
F. Galvin, DOS said that the meeting with TII was deferred until next week and he will discuss the N24  
then. 
Chief Executive stated that the Council is still undertaking traffic counts at Billberry with regard to the   
Greenway which will have to be analysed with regard to safety issues and the impact on Bridge Street, 
and Summerhill to be considered.    
L. Power, DOS said that the CPG did not consider Festivals yet. 
Cllr. Cummins said it was unacceptable that the Greenway won’t have connected to the city centre before 
the opening and can this be expedited.  Cllr. Daniels asked can the Council request to meet the Chief 
Executive of the IDA.  Cllr. Kelly agreed that the Council should take a proper look at the Greenway at 
Bilberry as there are huge implications on traffic control. 
Chief Executive spoke about the Boundary Commission report and he wanted a concerted approach to 
the report and requested the support of the Council for recommendation to accept the Committee’s 
report. The Boundary Committee has had great regard to the fact that Waterford is the leading authority in 
the South East area and needs to develop concentrically and co-operate with our neighbours.  It is a 
substantial report and it should be studied carefully and with respect.  Reviewed other boundary 
extensions and these were not proposed so this justifies that there is a compelling case for an extension 
in Waterford City he said.      
Cllr. Roche welcomed and supported the recommendation of the report, saying the case has been made 
and the case has been won.   Cllr. Hearne said that the Boundary extension is about service provision, 
putting people first, and giving the people of south Kilkenny the best service.  Cllr. Cummins wanted to 
put his thanks on record to the Chief Executive and Ivan Grimes, DOS and Councillors who took part in 
the presentation team.  The Boundary Committee was quite fair in their recommendation and he called on 
the Government to implement this report.  Cllr. Quinlan, on behalf of Fianna Fail, thanked all who 
participated and welcomed the report’s recommendation. 
Cllr. Cummins  proposed the following motion:  “That Waterford City and County Council fully 
respects and supports the recommendation of the Independent Boundary Commission and calls 
on the Government and opposition parties to implement its findings as a matter of urgency in the 
context of the National Planning framework 2040”  seconded by Cllr. Reinhardt and unanimously 
agreed. 
  
 

3. Planning 

 
(a) Planning lists as circulated were noted. 

 
(b) Notice of proposed variation to the Waterford City Development Plan 2013-2019, the Waterford 

County Development Plan 2011-2017 & the Dungarvan Town Development Plan 2012-2018 in order 
to: 
(i) Consideration of Proposed Draft Variation No.3(a) Vacant Site Levy, the Chief Executive’s 

Report-Proposed Variation No.3(a) to the Development plans  
 

(ii) Consideration of Proposed Variation No.3(b) Part V Social Housing Provision, the Chief 
Executive’s Report-Proposed Variation no. 3(b) to the Development Plans. 
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Kevin Phelan, Assistant Planner made a presentation on both variations.  A number of questions raised 
were dealt with. 
   
Cllr. Power, proposed to adopt both proposals, seconded by Cllr. Tobin and agreed. 
 
 

4. Land Disposals 
 
Lease and Disposals proposed by Cllr. Pratt, seconded by Cllr.  Quinlan and agreed. 
 
It was agreed to move the Monthly Management Report to the end of the Agenda to facilitate Item 
No. 6- EIR presentation. 
 
 
       6. Eir Presentation 
 
Presentation by Paul Bradley, Director of Corporate Affairs, EIR, on EIR’s plans for rollout of Broadband 
in Waterford.  After Mr. Bradley dealt with questions from the Councillors. 
 

 
7. Housing Allocation Scheme 

 
 Proposed by Cllr. Tom Cronin, seconded by Cllr. Reinhardt and agreed 
  
I. Grimes, DOS summarised the key points of the scheme.    
Cllr. Kelly wanted the under occupancy point clarified as to whether the tenant will be moved out to other 
accommodation not suited to them or to an area not suited to them. 
I. Grimes said that this was discussed at the SPC and under occupancy will not be allowed.  The tenant 
will be moved to more suitable accommodation in the area.  The Council will work on case by case basis 
with each tenant to achieve agreeable accommodation.   
Cllr. J. Murphy commented that CBL is a great scheme however RAS tenants are not allowed sign to CBL 
and this is an unfair anomaly. 
I. Grimes, DOS said that the conditions for the RAS scheme is national and there is no option. 
Cllr. Pratt asked if a father and son were living in house and house is in joint names would that change 
tenancy succession 
I. Grimes, DOS said that joint tenants are not included in this succession amendment.  
Cllrs. Roche, O’Neill and Whelan had concerns about the tenancy succession issue. 
Cllr. Wyse, Mayor declared that this is the third time this is on the Agenda and the Council has confirmed 
that they will deal with it on a case by case basis. 
Cllr. Roche replied that there was no guarantee that a reasonable approach will be taken and asked if a 
procedure be put in place, eg. give tenants 6 months notice of the move and also give them the right to 
refuse an offer without penalising them. Cllr. O’Neill said that there should be a workshop on this not just 
for the SPC to decide. 
Cllr. Kelly proposed that a workshop on the Allocation Scheme be held seconded by Cllr. Whelan and all 
agreed 
 
 
8. Local Government Auditor’s Report 2015 
 
Noted 
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9. Draft Waterford Heritage Plan 2017-2022 
 
Presented by Bernie Guest, Heritage Officer, who also answered questions from the Councillors. 

 
Proposed by Cllr. Power, seconded by Cllr.  Mulligan and agreed. 
 
 

10. Nomination to Board of Údarás na Gaeltachta 
 

There were three nominees for the position:  
 
Maire Seo Breathnach, proposed by Cllr. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. Whelan 
Cllr. Joe Conway, proposed by Cllr. Roche, seconded by Cllr. Kelly 
Seanie Kiely, proposed by Cllr. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. O’Donnell 
 
There was a recorded vote as follows: 
 
   Maire Seo Breathnach                               16 votes 
   Cllr. Joe Conway                                          5 votes 
   Seanie Kiely                                               10 votes 
 
The Mayor declared Maire Seo Breathnach then elected by the majority vote. 
Cllr. Conway offered his congratulations along with other Councillors. 
  
 

11. Increase in LCDC Membership 
  
I Grimes, DOS introduced the set-up of LCDC and explained the proposal to increase the membership 
from 17 to 19. 
 
Proposed by: Cllr. Cronin, seconded by Cllr.  Hearne and agreed 
 
 

5. Monthly Management Report 
 
Cllr. Roche commented on the content of the Economic Development Report for February and 
IDA had a drop of 31% in visits which was not included in the report and also asked if there was any 
representations made to the IDA about a replacement for the South East Regional Manager.  Cllr. J. 
Murphy looked for an update on take up of the Repair and Lease scheme, the turnaround time for re-
letting vacancies and the numbers of approved Council mortgages.  Cllr. O’ Ryan asked about funding 
applications for safety improvements and said landowners are willing to give land to assist the progress of 
broadband. 
L. Power, DOS said that the Economic Development report is similar every month and there is full activity 
in this Department. He said the IDA are also seeking visits and are anxious to have the Regional 
Manager position filled and the Council will write to the IDA on this. 
I. Grimes, DOS replied that the Repair and Lease scheme is working and that the turnaround time of 22 
weeks is average but that the Council is committed to reducing this time. The Housing Agency is 
preparing a strategy with various measures to deal with vacant houses. 
F. Galvin, DOS said that the Council will work with Landowners and apply for funding.  At this stage it was 
proposed to extend Standing orders by 20 minutes, proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. Brennan 
and agreed. 
Cllr. Hearne spoke about the anti-social behaviour in old caravans blocking the roads and that a policy is 
needed in respect of this.  He referred to the number of families facing eviction every week and asked if 
this is being discussed at SPC as the Council needs to be aware.  Cllr. O’Neill asked could the Council 
look at acquiring the Little Sisters of the Poor property on Manor Hill as it would ease the problem with 
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regard to housing accommodation. Cllr. Brennan asked if HAP Landlords had legally binding contracts 
and if they were obliged to register with the PRTB, and if HAP properties are inspected before letting. 
I. Grimes, DOS said the Council is dealing with the caravan issue and enforcement action is initiated. In 
relation to the evictions, if people present themselves as homeless the Council deals with it. Funding was 
sought from the Department to purchase the Little Sisters property but it was turned down. HAP and all 
private Landlords have to register with the PRTB, and will revert on HAP contract but inspections do not 
take place before letting. 
Cllr. Kelly queried the Council’s flood plan readiness.  Cllr. Quinlan asked if LEO is prepared to Brexit 
proof business in Waterford and what is the exposure to the potential loss of jobs in Waterford.  Cllr. O’ 
Leary asked if the Council is happy that the Greenway car parking facilities will be able to cater for the 
increase in numbers. 
F. Galvin, DOS replied that the flood emergency plan is in place and the resources are there and should 
be in a position to respond to an immediate emergency.   . 
L. Power, DOS said that LEO is very aware of Brexit issues and its consequences and is working with 
clients in this regard.  He said the Council is happy with car parking facilities on the Greenway but there 
will be ongoing review. 
 
 

12. Correspondence 
 
The Training and Conferences circulated and Receptions included in correspondence as circulated were 
proposed by:  Cllr. Roche, seconded by Cllr. Quinlan and agreed. 
 
 

13.  Notice of Motion 
 
           None 
 
 

14. AOB 
 
Cllr. Tobin suggested that the Council should meet at 4.30pm if there is a presentation.  Cllr. Geoghegan 
informed the Council that there is an AILG Training seminar in Dooleys Hotel regarding the National 
Planning Framework. 
  
  
   
  
  
 
Signed:_____________________  Dated:_____________ 
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